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AROUND A 30 - 40 MINUTE WALK 

 
Vibrant, scenic, and full of character, Madeira truly lives up 

to its nickname ‘The Pearl of the Atlantic’. The capital, 

Funchal, is a delightful blend of tradition and elegance, with 

cobbled streets, colourful markets, and leafy boulevards 

lined with cafés and restaurants. Wander through the Old 

Town, explore the Mercado dos Lavradores market, or take 

the cable car for sweeping views over the terraced hillsides 

and sparkling bay. 

From the port, it’s around a 30-40minute walk into town, 

slightly uphill. Taxis are readily available at the pier, and a 

chargeable City Transfer service also operates from the 

ship, to the City Transfer Drop off location with tickets 

available from kiosks dotted around the ship. 

 

 
Funchal Cable Car: Soar high above the city on the 

Funchal Cable Car, which glides from the harbour up to the 

village of Monte. The ride offers breath-taking views over 

the bay, terraced hillsides, and lush gardens a must-do for 

first-time visitors. 

Funchal Old Town: Wander through Funchal’s Old Town, a 

maze of cobbled lanes filled with vibrant street art, local 

restaurants, and lively bars. It’s the perfect place to sample 

Madeiran flavours and soak up the island’s warm 

hospitality. 

CR7 Museum: Football fans shouldn’t miss the CR7 

Museum, dedicated to Madeira’s most famous son, 

Cristiano Ronaldo. Discover trophies, memorabilia, and 

stories celebrating the life and career of one of the world’s 

greatest players. 

Funchal Cathedral (Sé Cathedral): Built in the 15th 

century, this striking Gothic-style cathedral is one of 

Madeira’s most important landmarks. Step inside to admire 

its intricate wooden ceiling and serene atmosphere a 

peaceful escape in the heart of the city. 

 

While Madeira isn’t known for long stretches of golden 

sand, it does offer some unique coastal spots. Just west of 

Funchal, the accessible Praia Formosa features a mixture of 

dark volcanic sand and pebbles and lies around 10 – 15 

minutes drive from the centre. 

For a traditional beach-feel, head about 25 minutes east to 

Praia de Machico, which boasts imported golden sand and a 

calm bay ideal for a relaxed swim. 

 

 

The best shopping in Funchal can be found in and around 

the city centre. Along Avenida Arriaga and the nearby Old 

Town streets, you’ll discover elegant boutiques, souvenir 

shops, and local craft stores. Don’t miss the Mercado dos 

Lavradores, a vibrant market where you can pick up 

Madeiran wine, exotic fruits, flowers, and traditional crafts 

perfect mementos of your visit  

 

 
For a true taste of Madeira, start your day with a bolo do 

caco warm, soft garlic bread served with parsley butter. Pair 

it with freshly caught black scabbardfish or espada topped 

with banana for a uniquely Madeiran flavour combination. 

To finish, sip a glass of rich Madeira wine or try the island’s 

signature cocktail, the Poncha, made with local rum, honey, 

and lemon a favourite with locals.  

 

 
Pick-pockets can operate in crowded areas, so please be 

mindful of your possessions. 
 

 

 

 

This information is correct at time of publication, and 

may alter or vary. For more information, speak to our 

onboard teams. 


