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Nicknamed La Isla Bonita “the beautiful island” La Palma is 

one of the Canary Islands’ best-kept secrets. It’s a place 

where dramatic volcanic peaks, deep green valleys, and 

sweet-scented pine forests meet the Atlantic Ocean. Along 

the coast, you’ll find striking black-sand beaches and 

hidden coves framed by rugged cliffs  the island’s natural 

beauty really does steal the show. 

What makes La Palma special is its calm, unhurried 

atmosphere. It offers a more authentic slice of Canarian life, 

filled with charming whitewashed houses, colonial-style 

architecture, and sun-dappled squares where locals linger 

over coffee. 

We’ll be docked in Santa Cruz de La Palma, the island’s 

picture-perfect capital. The town is just a 10–15 minute 

leisurely walk from the ship, with shops, cafés, and 

beautifully preserved buildings waiting to be explored. Taxis 

are usually available just outside the port for those wanting 

to venture further afield. 
. 

 
Playa de Santa Cruz de La Palma Beach: Just a short 

walk from the port, this black-sand beach is ideal for a 

relaxing swim or a lazy afternoon in the sun. With calm 

waters and a scenic promenade, it’s the perfect spot to 

unwind and enjoy ocean views. 

Museo Naval – Barco de la Virgen Museum: Housed 

inside a striking replica of a 15th-century ship, this unique 

museum tells the story of La Palma’s proud maritime 

heritage. Step aboard to explore exhibits, models, and 

artefacts celebrating the island’s seafaring past. 

Calle O’Daly Street: The heart of Santa Cruz’s old town, 

this charming pedestrian street is lined with boutiques, local 

craft shops, and pavement cafés. It’s the perfect place for a 

leisurely stroll, souvenir shopping, or soaking up the island’s 

laid-back atmosphere. 

 

For a relaxing day by the sea, head to Playa de Santa Cruz 

de La Palma, just a short walk from the port, where calm 

black-sand shores meet a lively promenade with cafés and 

ice-cream shops. A little further west is Playa de Bajamar, a 

quieter local favourite with soft volcanic sand, gentle waves, 

and easy access to nearby bars and restaurants  perfect for 

soaking up the sun and enjoying the island’s laid-back 

atmosphere.  

 

 

For a true taste of local life, wander along Calle O’Daly 

Street, the bustling heart of Santa Cruz’s shopping district. 

Here you’ll find a mix of boutiques, artisan craft shops, and 

souvenir stores, perfect for picking up unique gifts or 

Canary Island specialties. Don’t miss the charming local 

markets tucked into nearby side streets, where you can 

browse handmade ceramics, jewellery, and other traditional 

treasures. With cafés and shaded benches along the way, 

it’s a delightful place to shop at your own pace while 

soaking up the town’s relaxed, colourful atmosphere.  

 

 
Wander the old town and sip a barraquito  a sweet layered 

coffee with condensed milk, espresso, and a touch of 

cinnamon, loved by locals for decades. Browse artisan 

shops and soak up the island’s relaxed, colourful vibe. 

 

 
Pick-pockets can operate in crowded areas, so please be 

mindful of your possessions. 
 

 

This information is correct at time of publication, and 

may alter or vary. For more information, speak to our 

onboard teams. 


